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CIRCULAR
Subject: Plagiarism checking and submission of Ph.D. theses
To cnsure originality. academic integrity and consistency in thesis submission, all rescarch
scholars. supervisors and concerned units shall comply with the following instructions, in
accordance with the UGC Plagiarism Regulations, 2018 and the Public Notice on Self-Plagiarism
dated 20 April 2020.
1. Complete submission. Submit the complete thesis in a searchable PDI, using Unicode for
Indian-language text, with all chapters, tables, figures, appendices and supporting data forming
part of the thesis. Attach the prescribed University forms, scholar’s originality undertaking,
supervisor’s certificate and relevant publications. Any separate file prepared for checking must
preserve the substantive content and identify material excluded, with reasons.

2. Plagiarism checking. The University R & D shall check each thesis for plagiarism using
University-approved software. It shall retain the checked file and complete report, recording the
checking date and exclusions. Matched passages shall be examined academically; the similarity

percentage alone does not establish plagiarism.

3. Permissible exclusions. Similarity checks shall exclude the following under Regulation 7 of
the UGC Regulations, 2018: (i) “All quoted work reproduced with all necessary permission and/or
attribution”; (ii) references, bibliography, table of contents, preface and acknowledgements: and
(iii) generic terms, laws, standard symbols and standard equations. The accompanying note on
common knowledge or coincidental terms up to fourteen consecutive words shall be applied in

context. The abstract, summary, hypothesis, observations, results, conclusions and

recommendations must reflect original research.

4. Previously published work. Fully cite and acknowledge any reuse of the scholar’s earlier text.
data or publications. Disclose the extent of reuse and provide the relevant papers for verification.
The scholar’s own publications shall not be automatically excluded from checking: any

permissible exclusion must be justified and recorded. All papers published from the Ph.D.

research shall give appropriate credit to Veer Bahadur Singh Purvanchal University,

Jaunpur. Publications lacking such credit shall not be considered towards Ph.D. thesis submission

requirements. A complete list and full copies of all papers published from the research shall be

enclosed as an annexure to the thesis.

5. Responsibility of scholar and supervisor. Under Regulation 6(c)-(d). the scholar shall
undertake that the thesis is personally prepared, original, plagiarism-free and checked using
University-approved software. Under Regulation 6(f), the supervisor shall certity that the research
all verify citations, disclosed reuse and consisteney ot checked and

is plagiarism-frce. Both sh
hecking. University cheeking does not relieve

submitted versions; substantive revisions require ree
agiarism detected subsequently, including after award of the

them of these responsibilitics. For pl
supervisor(s), according to

degree, responsibility shall rest solely with the scholar and concerned
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their respective roles and findings under Regulations 9-12. Regulation 12.1, Note 2, shall apply to
post-award cases. where applicable.

6. Final thesis and Shodhganga. Document all corrections required during evaluation. The final
hard copy. soft copy and Shodhganga version shall contain identical approved content. The
directorate R &D shall coordinate deposit with INFLIBNET within one month after award of the
degree, under Regulation 6(g).

7. Non-compliance and action. Incomplete submissions shall be returned. Suspected plagiarism
or a false undertaking/certificate shall be referred for inquiry under applicable rules. Plagiarism
cases shall follow Regulations 9-12. Individual responsibility shall be established through due
inquiry, with a fair opportunity of defence and exhaustion of avenues of appeal before penalties
are imposed.

Principals, Heads of Departments and supervisors shall circulate these instructions, verify
compliance before forwarding theses and promote research ethics awareness. Strict
compliance and active monitoring are required from all concerned. Q/L

(Prof. Raj Kumar)

Copy to:
1. PS to the Vice-Chancellor; The Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, for information.
2. The Registrar, VBSPU.
3. All Deans, Directors, Heads of Departments and Principals of affiliated research centres:

Research supervisors and scholars;

The Librarian, Central Library, for compliance.
Director, Academic affairs

Webmaster for uploading.

Office Copy/Guard File. @L

(Prof. Raj Kumar)

N o v e

References: UGC (Promotion of Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism in Higher
Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2018, Regulations 5-12; UGC Public Notice F.1-
1/2020(SECY), dated 20 April 2020.
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